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Knowledge, Attitudes and Performance of Dental Practitioners in Isfahan-lran about
Biologic Effects of lonizing Radiation and Protection Against them in 2011
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Introduction: Increasing use of dental radiography makes necessitates of increasing awareness and appropriate
performance about ionizing radiation protection. The present study was done with the aim of evaluation of awareness,
attitude and performance levels of dental practitioners in the city of Isfahan about ionizing radiation and protection against
them.

Materials & Methods: In this descriptive-analytic study a questionnaire including questions for evaluating of awareness,
attitude and performance levels and demographic information was distributed among 184 dentists in the city of Isfahan. The
data were analyzed by means of student t test and Pearson correlation coefficient in SPSS software (¢=0.05).

Results: In the present study 73.2% of dentists had weak awareness level 25.6% and 1.2% of dentists had moderate and
good awareness levels respectively. Twentyfour and 76 percent had good and apathetic attitudes. Ten and 4.5 percent of
dentists have been using lead apron and thyroidal necklace for their patients respectively. Experience and awareness had
significant inverse correlation with eachother (P=0.004, r =-0.218).

Conclusion: According to the results of the presents study, the awareness of dentists was weak and academic education as
well as post-graduate education is necessary.

Key words: lonizing radiation, protection, dental radioghraphy.
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