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Background: Evaluating the quality and quantity of education in public health dentistry is essential, considering its critical role
in promoting community oral health. This study aimed to evaluate the status of community-based education in the Public Health
Dentistry Department of Kerman Dental School using the CIPP evaluation model (Context, Input, Process, and Product).
Methods and Materials: This cross-sectional study was conducted among students who were enrolled in practical courses
within the Public Health Dentistry department during the 2022-2023 academic year. The four domains of the CIPP model—
Context, Input, Process, and Product—were assessed using a valid and reliable questionnaire developed in accordance with the
CIPP model. Data analysis was performed using SPSS version 26, employing Pearson correlation, ANOVA, and t-test, with the
level of statistical significance set at P < 0.05.

Results: A total of 99 students participated in the study. In the Context domain, the primary weaknesses identified were the absence
of a clear linkage between the course and students’ research activities, as well as the perceived need for integration with other
academic courses. The most notable issues in the Input domain included an imbalance between theoretical and practical
instructional content and the limited practical applicability of the course material. In the Process domain, students reported the
assigned workload to be inappropriate. Regarding the Product domain, more than one-third of the participants expressed
dissatisfaction with learning outcomes, instructors’ teaching performance, and the overall educational program. Students’ mean
scores in Practical Course 2 were lower than those in Practical Course 1, and a further decline was observed in Practical Course 3
compared to Practical Course 2. Although these differences were not statistically significant in the Context domain (P = 0.05), they
were statistically significant in the Product domain (P = 0.01). No statistically significant associations were found between
demographic variables and any of the four CIPP domains (P > 0.05).

Conclusion: The findings of the present study indicate that more than half of the students of the Kerman dental school perceived
the educational status of community-based education in the Public Health Dentistry Department as unsatisfactory across the four
domains of CIPP model.
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