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Introduction: The present study aimed to determine the level of clinical competency and the influential factors in senior
dentistry students at dental schools type one, two, and three using the self-assessment method.

Materials and Methods: This cross-sectional study was conducted on 131 senior dentistry students at dental schools type one,
two, and three in 2017. Data were collected using a checklist consisting of 135 items and two sections, including demographic
characteristics and clinical competency in dentistry based on the dental curriculum of the past year and the influential factors
in clinical competency. Data analysis was performed using descriptive and analytical tests, including Spearman’s correlation-
coefficient, Chi-square, Mann-Whitney U test, and independent t-test at the significance level of P<0.05.

Results: Comparison of the similar departments in the selected dental schools indicated statistically significant differences in
the prosthetic, endodontic, and orthodontic departments (P<0.05). In general, community oral health department students were
the most competent, while the students in the orthodontic department were the least competent. However, age and average
university scores had no effects on the competency skills of the students. According to regression analysis, the differences
between the dental schools and competency of the students in the periodontology, endodontic, and oral medicine departments
were statistically significant (P<0.05).

Conclusion: Considering that the average scores of the dentistry students were close to medium, it is strongly recommended
that the educational method and curriculum of dentistry be reviewed and revised in the clinical section.
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